ABBOTT
 ABBREVIATIONS
 
He was a teacher and subsequently a
clergyman, but after 1839 he devoted him-
self entirely to writing. Of his two hun-
dred volumes, the best-Known are the Rollo
Books and the Franconia Stories. He also
wrote numerous biographies for children.
ABBOTT, john joseph caldwell, Sir
(1821-1893), a Canadian statesman, born at
St. Andrew's, Quebec. He was educated at
McGill University, where later he became
dean of the faculty of law and one of the
governors. His first appearance in public
life was in 1857, when he contested the
representation of his native county of
Argenteuil; after an investigation that
lasted two years he obtained the seat and
was successively reflected till 1874. In
1862, as solicitor-general, he introduced the
use of stamps in the payment of judicial
and registration fees in Lower Canada, he
remodeled the jury law, and he drafted and
carried through parliament an insolvency
act which is the basis of Canadian law to-
day. From 1887 to 1889 he was mayor of
Montreal and at the same time a member of
the Dominion Senate. In the Cabinet of Sir
John Macdonald he became a member with-
out portfolio, and after Maedonald's death
in 1891 became premier. Old age and the
cares of office overburdened him, however, so
that he resigned on December 5, 1892. (For
portrait, see illustration facing article pre-
mier.)
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LYMAN ABBOTT
ABBOTT, lymait (1835-1922), an Ameri-
can clergyman and editor, widely known as
the editorial head of The Outlook. He is
the son of Jacob
Abbott, and was
born in Massa-
chusetts. He was
graduated at the
University o£ New
York in 1853 and
was admitted to
the bar. Later he
studied theology,
and was ordained
in the Congrega-
tional Church in
1860. For five
years he preached
in Terre Haute, Ind., and afterward was pas-
tor of the New England Church in New York
City, but resigned in 1869. Dr. Abbott
edited the "Literary Record" of Harper's
Magazine and the Illustrated Christian
 Weekly, and was associated with Bev. Henry
Ward Beeeher on the Christian Union, after-
ward becoming editor in chief. In 1889 he
became pastor of Plymouth Church, Brook-
lyn, where he remained for ten years. In
1893 he became editor in chief of The Out-
look, the successor of the Christian Union,
and he did much to give that periodical its
distinguished place among American jour-
nals. Dr. Abbott wrote a Life of Henry
Ward Beeeher and edited Beeeher's sermons.
Reminiscences appeared in 1915; Silhouettes
of H/i/ Contemporaries in 1921.
ABBREVIATIONS, shortened forms of
words, or of arbitrary signs or symbols sub-
stituted for words. The most common method
of abbreviating is the substitution of the ini-
tial letter for the word itself, but one or more
letters are often added to prevent ambiguity.
Abbreviations were in common use among-
the Greeks and Romans, and in the manu-
scripts of the Middle Ages they were so
numerous as to render some works exceeding*
ly difficult to read. Even after printing was
invented, the excessive use of abbreviations
continued for a time.
The following brief list contains many of
those abbreviations that are not easily recojr
nized:
A.   B.    Artium   Baccalaureus,   Bachelor   of
Arts.
A.   D.    Anno   Domini,   in   the   year   of   the
Lord.
ad lib.    ad libitum, at pleasure.
Ala.    Alabama.
Alas.    Alaska.
A.	M. Ante  meridiem,  "before  noon; Artium
Magister, Master of Arts.
Ari.    Arizona.
Ark.    Arkansas.
Ave.    Avenue.
B.	A.    Baccalaureus   Artium,   Bachelor   of
Arts.
B. C-    Before Christ; British Columbia.
B. D.    Baccalaureus   Divinitatis,   Bachelor
of Divinity.
B, M.    Baccalaureus Medicinae, Bachelor of
Medicine.
B.  S.    Bachelor in the Sciences.
B. V.    Beata Virgo,  Blessed  Virgin;  Bene
•vale, farewell.
B.	T. P. IT.    Baptist Young People's Union,
Calif.    California.
C.	E.    Civil Engineer.
C. J.    Chief Justice.
C. M.    Common meter.
C. O. D.    Cash (or collect) on delivery.
Col. or Colo.    Colorado.
Con.    Contra, against, in opposition.
Conn, or Ct.    Connecticut.
Cf.    Confer, Compare,
Or.    Credit, cr^ditpr,

